Waverley & District Inter-Church Council GLEN WAVERLEY & DISTRICT INTER
CHURCH COUNCIL TEAM

Meeting : St. Justin’s Whalley Drive Wheelers Hill, 3150..Wednesday 7 March, 2017.
AT 7.30PM

Meeting AGENDA. Chair Jan Clear.
ltem
1. WELCOME.
2. OPENING PRAYER Jan followed by Lord’s Prayer All.

Our Father in Heaven, Hallowed be your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us
from evil. For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and forever.
Amen.

3. PRESENT.

4. APOLOGIES.
5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING?
Accepted: Seconded:
6 FAITH READING/DISCUSSION
John 3: 1-21. See end of this Agenda. Question “ What does eternal life mean to
you? What difference does or would believing in its reality make to life here or now?

7. REPORTS
a) Women’s World Day of Prayer-Friday 2 March PAT.

b) Meeting at GWUC - Tuesday 27 February- Ecumenical visitors Sunday JOE

8.
Way of the Cross-Finalise Plans including advertising.

9. GWICC members Church Happenings.
10 CORRESPONDENCE
IN: Minutes from Mt. Waverley ICC
OUT:
11 VICTORIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES-UPDATE.
12. INTER-FAITH ACTIVITIES -UPDATE.
13 GENERAL DISCUSSIONS.

14 NEXT MEETINGS.



John 3:1-21 The Voice (VOICE)

3 Nicodemus was one of the Pharisees, a man with some clout

among his people. 2 He came to Jesus under the cloak of darkness
to question Him.

Nicodemus: Teacher, some of us have been talking. You are
obviously a teacher who has come from God. The signs You are
doing are proof that God is with You.

At this time, Israel’s Roman occupiers have given a small group of
Sadducees and Pharisees limited powers to rule, and Nicodemus
is one of the Pharisees. He holds a seat on the ruling council
known as the Sanhedrin, and surprisingly Nicodemus is among
those who seek Jesus for His teaching. It appears that he believes
more about Jesus than he wants others to know, so he comes at
night.

Jesus: 3| tell you the truth: only someone who experiences birth
for a second timers can hope to see the kingdom of God.
Nicodemus: 4/ am a grown man. How can someone be born again
when he is old like me? Am | to crawl back into my mother’'s womb
for a second birth? That’s impossible!

Jesus: 51 tell you the truth, if someone does not experience water
and Spirit birth, there’s no chance he will make it into God’s
kingdom. 6 Like from like. Whatever is born from flesh is flesh;
whatever is born from Spirit is spirit. 7 Don’t be shocked by My
words, but I tell you the truth. Even you, an educated and
respected man among your people, must be reborn by the Spirit to
enter the kingdom of God. 8 The windp) blows all around us as if it
has a will of its own; we feel and hear it, but we do not understand
where it has come from or where it will end up. Life in the Spirit is
as if it were the wind of God.

Nicodemus: 9| still do not understand how this can be.

Jesus: 10 Your responsibility is to instruct Israel in matters of faith,
but you do not comprehend the necessity of life in the Spirit? 11|
tell you the truth: we speak about the things we know, and we give
evidence about the things we have seen, and you choose to reject
the truth of our witness. 12 If you do not believe when | talk to you
about ordinary, earthly realities, then heavenly realities will certainly
elude you. 13 No one has ever journeyed to heaven above except
the One who has come down from heaven—the Son of Man, who



is of heaven. 14 Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness. In the
same way, the Son of Man must be lifted up; 15 then all those who
believe in Him will experience everlasting life.

16 For God expressed His love for the world in this way: He gave
His only Son so that whoever believes in Him will not face
everlasting destruction, but will have everlasting life. 17 Here’s the
point. God didn’t send His Son into the world to judge it; instead,
He is here to rescue a world headed toward certain destruction.

18 No one who believes in Him has to fear condemnation, yet
condemnation is already the reality for everyone who refuses to
believe because they reject the name of the only Son of God.

19 Why does God allow for judgment and condemnation? Because
the Light, sent from God, pierced through the world’s darkness to
expose ill motives, hatred, gossip, greed, violence, and the like. Still
some people preferred the darkness over the light because their
actions were dark. 20 Some of humankind hated the light. They
scampered hurriedly back into the darkness where vices thrive and
wickedness flourishes. 21 Those who abandon deceit and embrace
what is true, they will enter into the light where it will be clear that
all their deeds come from God.






